[Cost of breast cancer treatment by clinical stage in the Basque Country, Spain].
The burden of breast cancer is important for the healthcare system. In the context of the evaluation of the breast cancer screening program in the Basque Country it is important to determine the unitary costs related to diagnosis as well as the treatment costs depending on the clinical stage at detection. The main objective was to calculate the total cost and the components of breast cancer (BC) treatment depending on the clinical stage by 2011. The estimated costs include BC diagnosis as so as to initial treatment and follow-up, based on resource consumption and unitary costs of the Basque Health Services. Micro-costing technique was applied based on the clinical guidelines. Our model showed the estimated loss of productivity due to premature The initial cost was 9.838 for the stage 0, 17.273 for stage I, 22.145 for stage II and 28.776 for stage III. The follow up annual cost was 172 for the stage 0, 908 for stage I, 994 for stage II and 1.166 for stage III. The annual cost for stage IV was 17879. Chemotherapy determines the greatest percentage of BC costs. The two main drivers of the total cost of breast cancer are the initial treatment of stages I to III and the cost of stage IV, the latter reaching  50,061 per patient.